
 
 

 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 

The Best Little Klezmer Band in Texas 
Performance 

 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2023 Young Audiences of Houston 

675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057   Scheduling: 713.520.9264 Fax: 713.552.0612  www.yahouston.org       

 

 

THERE ONCE WAS A TOWN 
 

The Best Little Klezmer Band in Texas  Grades: 6 - 12 

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 

With the virtual destruction of Eastern European Jewish culture during the Holocaust comes the 
inevitable question: "How could such devastation occur, and could it happen again in our lifetime?" 
Civilizations lacking the ability to respect the humanity of "the other" cannot help but breed intolerance 
and allow scapegoating of minority populations to prevail. There Once Was a Town recreating pride for 
the beauty of European Jewish cultural heritage by revitalizing the 400-year-old musical tradition of a 
bygone era through dynamic characterizations of Klezmer's electrifying and spirited world-beat. The 
artists intersperse their high-energy performances with a fascinating multimedia portrayal of the music, 
language, and customs of the once vibrant Eastern European Jewish culture. The program is divided into 
three parts: Part One portrays the vibrancy of Eastern European Jewish culture (traditions and customs) 
prior to the events leading up to World War II; Part Two introduces content relating to the rise of 
Nazism and its effect on European Jewish culture; and Part Three relates to the American Jewish 
immigrant experience. The concept of the program is unified by integrating live klezmer instrumental 
and vocal music and dialogue with archival video footage. 

TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills)   

Grade ELA Social Studies Fine Arts 
6 6.2A, D; 6.13;6.26 6.1;6.2;6.15;6.17;6.18 Art 1.3; Dance 4.B 

7 7.2A, D; 7.13;7.26;7.27 7.7E;7.7F;7.19 Music 4.B, C;5.A 

8 8.2A, D;8.13;8.26;8.27 8.23;8.25B;8.26 Theatre 4, 5.A 

9 – 12 I & II.1.C,D;12.C; 24 Us History 2.D; 7.D, E; 26.C Art I, II, III.3 
Dance I.II, & III.4   
Music, II, III.5,6 
Theatre I, II, III, IV.4,5 
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ACADEMIC VOCABULARY 

Word Definition 
Onslaught A fierce of destructive attack; a large quantity of people or things that is difficult to 

cope with 
Forsaking To abandon someone or something 

Nomadic Living the life of a nomad; wandering and setting up temporary residence 

Tolerant showing willingness to allow the existence of opinions or behavior that one does not 
necessarily agree with 

Bigotry intolerance toward those who hold different opinions from oneself 

Anti-Semitic hostile to or prejudiced against Jews 

Harmony In music, it is the combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes producing 
chords and chord progressions that typically leaves a pleasing effect; when two or 
more things are in agreement 

Shtetls A small Jewish town or village in eastern Europe 

Yiddish a language used by Jews in central and eastern Europe before the Holocaust. It was 
originally a German dialect with words from Hebrew and several modern languages 
and is today spoken mainly in the US, Israel, and Russia 

Ladino the language of some Sephardic Jews, especially formerly in Mediterranean countries. 
It is based on medieval Spanish, with an admixture of Hebrew, Greek, and Turkish 
words, and is written in modified Hebrew characters 

Purim a lesser Jewish festival held in spring (on the 14th or 15th day of Adar) to 
commemorate the defeat of Haman's plot to massacre the Jews as recorded in the 
book of Esther 

Graggers A ratchet, also called a noisemaker or Knarre, is an orchestral musical instrument 
played by percussionists. Operating on the principle of the ratchet device, a 
gearwheel and a stiff board are mounted on a handle, which rotates freely. The player 
holds the handle and swings the whole mechanism around 

Liturgical relating to liturgy or public worship 

Evocation the act of bringing or recalling a feeling, memory, or image to the conscious mind 

Virtuosic requiring a high level of technical skill. impressive and sometimes flamboyant, usually 
used to describe musical performance 

Undesirable A term classifying Jewish peoples in Nazi Germany; a person considered to be 
objectionable in some way 

Hoist To raise or haul up 

Annihilate To destroy completely 

Liberated (of a place or people) freed from imprisonment, slavery, or enemy occupation 
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS 

Before the performance: 

Discuss what students already know about World War II and Jewish culture and traditions.  What are 
their own cultural traditions?   

After the performance: 

Discuss the students’ reactions to the performance: what stood out to them?  What did they find 
most interesting or surprising?  What misconceptions about Jewish history and culture have been 
cleared up? What questions do they have about the performance content?   
Have student critique the performance: what did they like? What would they change?  Ask for 
specifics when they are describing their reactions; what details can they provide to support their 
opinions?  

 

Language Arts: 
Languages are living entities that change and absorb new cultures and contexts. Explore the influence 
of Yiddish on the English language.  

• What is the morphology of the words below?   
• What do they mean in Yiddish and how are they used in modern English?  
• What other words can you find that reflect a Yiddish influence or origin? 

English words with Yiddish influence or origin: 
• Klutz 
• Schmuck 
• Beatnik 
• Nosh 
• Schmooze 
• Schtick 

 

Math: 
Use numerical data to create graphs and charts that reflect the information found: 

• Review the percentages and numbers of Jews that emigrated from Jerusalem to Europe and 
beyond. How many miles were traveled?  Who traveled the furthest and to where?  

• What were the economic impacts on Germany due to the loss of Jewish- owned businesses or 
Jewish workers leading up to and after World War II? 

• What countries took in the most Jewish refugees during World War II?  Which ones took in 
the least?  
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Find numerical data reflecting the Jewish population in New York City post World War II.  Compare it 
to pre -World War II populations. 

 

Social Studies: 
Why do cultures influence and adopt words and practices from other cultures? What examples can 
you come up with that reflect this influence in language, music, food, customs, or art? 

Songs reflect the culture and context of the times in which they are written.  Research the history and 
meaning of other songs – who was the author?  In what historical period was it written?  Can you find 
evidence in the lyrics that reflects the period in which the song was written? Is there a deeper 
meaning to the song than the lyrics suggest? 

Some songs to investigate: 

• This land is your Land by Woodie Guthrie 
• Wade in the Water Negro Spiritual 
• Imagine by John Lennon 
• Blackbird by the Beatles 
• Born in the U.S.A. by Bruce Springsteen 

 

RESOURCES 

Related Websites 
http://muziker.org/klezmer-resources-2/ 
Hear selections of Klezmer music, preserved from records from the early 1900s. 

https://www.last.fm/tag/klezmer 
Modern Klezmer bands and music 

https://www.milkenarchive.org/ 
Archive of Jewish music, artist, and composers 

Primary Resources and history of the Holocaust 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/background-and-overview-of-kristallnacht 
Historical overview of the events leading up to and of Kristallnacht.  Includes primary resources. 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/project/the-holocaust-a-learning-site-for-students 
The Holocaust: A Learning Site for Students 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ 
Jewish Virtual Library 

https://www.ushmm.org/ 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
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https://www.ushmm.org/educators/teaching-materials 
Resources for Educators: The United States Holocaust Museum 

https://www.hmh.org/Default.aspx 
Holocaust Museum Houston 

 

ABOUT THE ARTIST / ENSEMBLE:  

The Best Little Klezmer Band in Texas, created in 1993 as a non-profit foundation under the direction of 
Marcia Sterling and Dan Strba, is dedicated to the presentation, preservation and revitalization of 
Yiddish culture through live performance. The Klezmers continue delighting sold-out audiences coast to 
coast while maintaining a busy schedule at home where they perform for community events, 
educational programming for youth and multi-media productions addressing Klezmer’s poignant history. 

The Best Little Klezmer Band in Texas brings the old world to life by reviving Yiddish music from the old 
country and America's immigrant generation. The band infuses its spirited performances of Jewish folk 
songs and traditional wedding dances, haunting, lyric melodies of East European Jews, fiery virtuosic 
Gypsy showpieces, and dazzling theater music with an electrifying world-beat that challenges audience 
members to remain in their seats. The ensemble carries Klezmer’s itinerant, idea-gathering spirit with 
them to bear on their music, which can be raucous, hypnotic, reverent and dizzying, sometimes all in 
one quick-changing piece. 

 

Other Information 
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Hebrew_vs_Yiddish 

The difference between Hebrew and Yiddish 

https://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2014/02/21/english-words-yiddish-origin/ 

Yiddish words adopted by the English language. 

http://www.sephardicstudies.org/quickladino.html 

Explanation of Ladino language – its historical context.  Hear recordings of spoken language. 


